Capital’s sex ratio improves slightly;
infant mortality rate decreases .

From 896 females per 1,000 males a year ago, the ratio is now 898 females per 1,000 males

STAFF REPORTER

NEW DELHI: The sex ratio in the
Capital has improved in the
past one year.

From 896 females per
1,000 males ayear ago, the ra-
tio now stands at 898 females
per 1,000 males — and it is
best among the Muslims.

On Wednesday, Deputy
Chief Minister Manish Siso-
dia released Delhi govern-
ment’s data on the total regis-
tration of births and deaths
in Delhi in 2015,

Among Muslims, the sex
composition at the fime of
birth in males and females is
50.49:49.51 (in %), while it is
53.10:46.90 among Hindus.

The sex composition is
most skewed among Sikhs,
54.87:45.13 (in %).

In numbers

The average number of
births per day in Delhi is
1,025 and the average number
of deaths per day is 341.

The net natural increase in
population is 684 per day and
2.50 lakhina year. s
- The remaining increase in
the populatlon of Delhi is
Jue to migration.

“Births registered in Delhi
have increased from 3,73,693
in 2014 to 3,74,012 in 2015

BIRTHS AND DEATHS

| The Delhi government released data on
 registration of births and deaths in 2015

© Sex ration has
gone up from 896
females per 1000
males in 2014 to
898 females per
1000 males

© Total number of
births registered
during 2015 was
3,74,012 as against
373,693 during
2014

© Birth rate
reduced from 209
per thousand pop-
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Religion-wise sex ratio of births and
deaths in 2015 in Delhi
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The average number
of births per day in
Delhi is 1,025 and the
average number of
deaths per day is 341

said Mr. Sisodia.

The birth and death of a
person is registered with the
three Municipal Corpora-
tions, New Dethi Municipal
Council and the Delhi Can-
tonment Board.

As per the report, the In-

fant Mortality Rate has de-
creased from 25 per thou-

As per the 2011 Census,
Delhi’s population stands at
1.1 crore, of which 58.8 lakh

are male and 51.5 lakh are fe-
male.
) : . 3 0

sand live births in 2012 to 24
in 2013 and then 20 in 2014 as
per Sample Registration Sys-
tem (SRS). The data for 2015

is not given.

Infant Mortality rate is the
ratio of the number of deaths
in.the first year of life to the
number of live births occur-
ring in the same population
during the same period of
time.

Till 2013, Delhi ranked
sixth among the seven Union
Territories in sex ratio, while
Tripura was the only State in
India which had more fe-
males than males — 1,055 fe-
males per 1,000 males.
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Sex ratio improves, infant mortality up

Anonna Dutt
= anonna.dult@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: More girls were born
in Delhi in 2015 as compared to
the previous year, according to
Delhi's annual report on reg-
istration of births and deaths
in 2015. But on the flip side,
there was a rise in the number
of infant deaths.

' The report was released on
Wednesday by deputy chief
minister Manish Sisodia.

In 2015, Delhi's sex ratio at
birth increased by two points,
from 896 to 898. “The situation
is now getting better and Delhi
has shown a healthy improve-
ment in the sex ratio. Now, it is
very difficult to get a sex-selec-
tive abortion done in Delhi.
The rules are being followed
strictly,” said Delhi health sec-
retary Dr Tarun Seem.

In 2015, 83 more children
below the age of one died in
Delhi. There were 8,695 infant
deaths in 2015 as compared to
8,612 in 2014, taking the infant
mortality rate up from 21.66
to 23.25.

Infant mortality rate is the

MORE GIRLS FOR DELHI

Maternal mortality rate has gone down even though more

infants died in the national capital.
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number of deaths of infants
under one-year-old per 1,000
live births. This means, 6.98%
of the total 1,24,516 deaths in
2015, were that of babies below
the age of 1.

But quoting the sample reg-
istration system (SRS) data,
Sisodia said, “Infant mortality
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2015

2013 | 2014 | 2015
2107 1 2088 | 2050
552 | 677 | 682
237 | 2166 | 325
054 | 043 | 037

SOURCE: DELHI GOVERNMENT

rate-in Delhi decreased from
25 per thousand live birth in
2012 to 24 in 2013 and then 20
in 2014.” The SRS data for 2015
is not available.

The report shows hyperten-
sion killed 6,200 people in Delhi
in 2015 -- 4.98% of all deaths
in Delhi. Hypertension was

‘. -

the second major killer after
septicaemia. Blood infection
resulted in 8.31% of all deaths.

The report says the average
number of births per day in
Delhi was 1,025 and the aver-
age number of deaths per day
was 314 in 2015, making the net
natural increase in population
684 per day. “According to the
data, the natural increase in
population in 2015 should
be 2.50 lakhs, the remaining
increase is due to migration,”
Sisodia said.

The data showed that a total
of 3,74,012 births were regis-
tered with the corporation in
2015, an increase of 319 regis-
tered birth from 2014. However,
the birth rate - number of live
births per 1,000 population -
reduced from 20.9 in 2014 to
20.5 in 2015.

“Institutional deliveries -
births in hospitals and mater-
nity homes -- increased from
81.75% in 2013 to 82.83% in 2012
and then 84.41 % in 2015. Of the
3.16 lakhs institutional births,
about 2.12 lakhs (67.2%) births
occurred in government hospi-
tals in 2015,” said Sisodia.
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Neonatal deaths double in
a decade, infants also at risk
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New Delhi: Advances in medical
technology and health infrastructu-
re in the city seem to have done little
to save children from dying. The la-
test birth and death registration data
shows that the number of neonatal
deaths — children dying within 29
days— hasnearly doubled in the last
10 years from 3,183 in 2005 to 5,908
in 2015.

The number of infant deaths
(children who die before turning.a
year old) in the capital has also gone
up from 4,182 to 8,695 over the last de-
cade. This data was released in the
annual report prepared by the direc-
torate of economics and statistics of
Delhi government on registration of
births and deaths in 2015.

The data shows infant deaths we-
re caused by hypoxia, birth asphyxia
and other respiratory conditions
(20.34%) followed by septicaemia
(11.36%). Slow fetal growth, fetal mal-

nutrition and immaturity was the
third-most common cause of infant
deaths (7.26%).

“Infant deathsare6.98% of theto-
tal registered deaths in Delhi, which
is slightly higher than 6.67% recor-
ded during the preceding year. Ofthe-
seinfantdeaths, 8,612 were institutio-
nal and 83 non-institutional. The in-
fant mortality rate per thousand live
births in 2015 is 23.25%, which are
higher in comparison to preceding
year;” said officials.

Public health officials have are
shocked at the neonatal and infant
mortality rate. “The government is
celebrating the increase in institu-
tional births, but there is no focus on
improving infrastructure and mana-
ging shortage of staff in hospitals.
Often, patients are referred to bigger
hospitals at the last minute due to
lack of equipment or expertiseatthe
smaller centres,” said a doctor:

Maternity centres and some go-
vernment-run health institutions,

experts said, lack facilities for caesa-
rean-section delivery. ‘“There are ca-
sesof women delivering inambulan-
cesevery day This is because there is
no trust in local maternity centres
and patients travel long distance at
the last minute for delivery,” said a
public health expert. Healso blamed
poor nutrition of mothers for the
high infant mortality rate.

Doctors said that public sector
hospitals are overburdened and the
private sector is unaffordable for
most people. “The cost of ICU care
foranewborn in most bighospitalsis
Rs 10,000-30,000. The government
should add newborn carefacilitiesin
peripheral hospitals,” a senior doc-
tor said.

Social activists working for the
rightsof womenand thegirl child po-
int towards the need for focussed me-
asures to build awareness against
sex determination tests and crack-
down on ultrasound clinics offering
such facilities illegally.
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